
THE GROMET FOUNDATION 

841 Bishop Street, Suite 924GROMET Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 

FOUNDATION Phone: 808.528.4788 

Email: info@gromct.org 

MEMORANDUM 

Date: August 12, 2008 

To: High School Counselors 

From: Ms. Sung Stubenberg, CFO 

Re: Gromet Foundation Scholarship 

Enclosed are brochures, applications and an FAQ for the Gromet Foundation Scholarship. The 
Gromet Scholarship provides grants to college-bound high school seniors. The grants are renewable 
for the students' entire undergraduate program as long as they continue to meet the criteria. 

Initial Eligibility criteria:	 For students from flllancially disadvantaged backgrounds, 
(roughly, AGI of $20,000 or less) 
and a cumulative high school GPA of 3.5 or above 

Continuing Eligibility Criteria: Enrollment in a four year college or university (community college 
enrollment is not eligible) and a cumulative GPA of 3.0 or above 

Award amounts:	 $1,500 annually for students attending Hawai'i universities 
$5,000 annually for students attending mainland universities 

Deadline:	 Post marked or e-mailed by Monday October 20, 2008 

Contact:	 Sung Stubenberg 
841 Bishop St. Suite #924 Honolulu, HI 96813 
(808) 528-4788 Cell 384-1456 E-Mail: info@gromet.org 

Students must submit all of the following items along with an application to be considered eligible: 
• Personal statement 
• Two letters of recotn1nendation 
• High school transcript 
• SAT or PSAT Scores 
• Copy of the family's 2007 Federal tax return 

Please do not hesitate to call me if you have any questions or concerns. 
Mahalo. 



------I

THE GROMET FOUNDATION SCHOLARSHIP APPLICATION 
Academic Year 2009-2010 

Application Deadline: October 20, 2008 

Name: SSN: Date of Birth: I 
First Middle Initial Last
 

State of Residency: Sex: Place of Birth:
 

Permanent Hawaii Address: 
Street Number City Island
 

Phone Number: Alternate Phone Number:
 

E-mail Address:
 

Ethnicity (list all):
 

Intended major in college: 

Name of high school: Year of High School Graduation: 
Name Island 

How did you hear about this scholarship?
 

College you plan to attend (community colleges are not eligible):
 

1)
 
Name City, State 

2) 
Name City, State 

Zip Code 

The following Items must also be received by the Gromet FoundatIon to make your application complete. They 
may be sent separately, but must all be postmarked by Monday, October 20,2008. 

Personal Statement High School Transcripts SAT or PSAT Scores 
2 Letters of Recommendation 2007 Federal Tax Return 

I certify that all of the information I have provided in and with this application is true to the best of my knowledge. 
also certify that I am U.S. citizen or permanent resident and a resident of the State of Hawaii. 

Signature Date 

Mail your completed application to: Gromet Foundation, 841 Bishop Street, #924, Honolulu, Hawaii 96813 
Phone: (808) 528-4788 Cell: (808) 384-1456 Email: info@gromet.org 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Q:	 How many years of school will the Gromet Foundation Scholarship fund? 
A:	 The scholarship is renewable for four years of full-time undergraduate studies. In rare circumstances the Foundation will continue an 

undergraduate beyond the four years, e.g., the student has just one semester to complete his/her degree; the student misses school due to 
illness; necessary courses are not offered; the student is in a 5-year undergraduate program; or as may be determined by the Foundation 
Trustees. 

Q:	 How is this scholarship award funded? 
A:	 In past years, the scholarship checks were sent directly to the school's financial aid office. Unfortunately, Congress has reduced federal 

funding for undergraduate education and, as a result, many universities are now practicing "aid displacement". Aid displacement means that 
any private scholarship funding that you receive will simply be offset against institutional scholarship funding from the university itself. This 
means that you don't really gain the benefit of a private scholarship award and we end up subsidizing the school. This is not what we intended 
and it is certainly not what you want. 

Private scholarship foundations such as the Gromet Foundation are dealing with the problem of aid displacement in a number of ways. Some 
foundations are providing "last dollar" funding. Some are making loans which will be forgiven if the student meets certain conditions. Others 
are simply treating the scholarship as a taxable award. 

Starting in 2007, the Gromet Foundation has been dealing with this issue by making "deferrable" scholarship awards. This is the way it works: 

If you are attending a mainland school, the total scholarship amount is $5,000 per year. If you are attending a Hawaii school, the 
total scholarship amount is $1,500 per year. 

You can use a portion of the scholarship award to cover the family contribution required by the financial aid package. The 
remainder can be deferred at your option until such time that you need it in order to avoid taking out loans. You can also ask the 
Gromet Foundation to use the award to pay for certain costs directly such as travel costs. Any unused deferred awards revert to the 
Gromet Foundation. 

Q:	 Where can I get help on figuring out the best way to have the scholarship funded? 
A:	 We recommend that you call us and come to the office so that we can sit down and review your situation. We can also give you the names 

and phone numbers of other recipients of the Gromet Scholarship who have dealt with these problems and who would be happy to help you. 

Q:	 Are there any conditions of this scholarship award? 
A:	 The conditions are as follows: 

1.	 You must maintain a college grade point average of 3.0 or better. 
2.	 You must submit to our office copies of your college transcripts for fall & spring semesters. You may do this bye-mail attachment. 

At the same time, you must advise us of your academic plans. 
3.	 You must notify us of your e-mail address. If you do not have an e-mail address it is important that you get one as that is the main 

method that we will use to keep in contact with you. Please note: If we cannot get in touch with you, we will assume you have 
dropped out of school and we reserve the right to discontinue your scholarship 

Q:	 What can the scholarship be used for? 
A:	 The scholarship can be used toward paying any of the following: tuition, fees, books, room and board, travel and miscellaneous school 

expenses. 

Q:	 Does the Gromet Foundation also fund graduate school studies? 
A:	 The Gromet Foundation would like to help its recipients continue their studies into graduate school. The priority for funding, however, is on 

undergraduate studies Any graduating recipient may reapply for a graduate school scholarship and if there is sufficient funding available in 
that year, the Foundation may continue the student's scholarship. The funding for graduate school covers the generally accepted number of 
years of the program for a full time student (two years for an MA; three for law; four for medical, etc). The recipient must be in school - that is, 
the Foundation will not make grants for residency or for writing one's dissertation. 

Q: What about summer school?
 
A The Foundation will only fund the new incoming freshman to take English in the summer before they start college.
 

Q:	 What about attendance at a community college? 
A:	 The Foundation will not fund attendance at 2-year community or junior colleges. 

Q.	 Can I take time off such as a semester or a year and then continue my education later? 
A:	 No. It makes it impossible for the Gromet Foundation to do its financial planning and to comply with the tax laws. 

Q:	 What if my financial situation improves? 
A:	 The Scholarship is primarily need-based. If you win the lottery, you earn a lot of money, or marry a spouse capable of supporting you, you will 

no longer qualify for the scholarship. 
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Name of Student: 

Address of Student: 

The Gromet Scholarship Foundation 
Student Agreement Form 

Date: 

SSN: 

_ 

_ 

Student's Email Address: 

I DECLINE THE AWARD: 

o I do not accept the Gromet Foundation Scholarship grant. 

Please specify reason: 

I ACCEPT THE AWARD: 

o I accept the Gromet Foundation Scholarship grant and state that I am not related to any of the following persons involved in 
the scholarship award process: 

Charles Rolles Joel Mateo Allison Yang 
James Stubenberg Caryn Kunz 
Sung Stubenberg Jenelle Hughes 

I agree to abide by the policies and conditions as set forth in the attached Q&A, a copy of which is attached hereto and incorporated 
herein by reference, as the same may be amended from time to time by the Gromet Foundation. In addition, I agree that the Gromet 
Foundation may use any photograph of me in connection with the Gromet Foundation's purposes and activities and I hereby release 
the Gromet Foundation in connection therewith. 

Student's Signature Date 

Parent's Signature 
Date 

Return this form as soon as possible to:
 
Gromet Foundation
 

841 Bishop Street, Suite 924
 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96813
 

Rev 06-03-08 


